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| gate and Vietniam™experiences caused

; Congress to turn-the:spotlight on secrets
in government — and the biggest secret

,'; operation is, of course, the mte‘h%nce

. business.

<.~}. oo s i-

By

While the mvesugat\on of the CIA .

-| revealed some ‘misdeeds,- which- the di-*:

. <., | rector attributes to an *‘excess of zeal,”

ey
~\..;

O 1 Second of four artzcles based on an
excluswe mtemew w:th CIA D:rector

- By KINGSBURY SMITH
National Editor .- . =~

-2 " WASHINGTON — America has !ost
- 50 foreign contacts and its intelligence
operatons have been *‘very badly” nurt
- in the past few weeks by the leakage of

= secret information glven- to congres»mn

»“al'committees.

Noperauons ' to: 'six; committees. Almost
everything reported:to those comrmttees
*has, Colby said, been leaked to the news!
~media:and spread around the world:-

“We have lost something - like- 50 o g

- the numbers that is. xmportant- It’
¢ the ‘quality of the-services rendered.”:
4% *Some* of ‘ouir-best contacts have’ cut’
- {f their relationship witlr us.. They have:
;-said’ they ‘just: cannot’ ‘continue: to won\t
thh us because of our inability to keep
; secrets. Many of these people are very’
. worried about the situation. -
{y.7Some of the foreign - mtelhﬂence
! agencxes which have cooperated” closely -
#:with-us have:reduced the level ot infor<3
; mation they give us. They Imut the sen-
i sitivity of the mformatxon ey had
prevxously shared with us. 5
*:17#'['am, quite: frankly, very' upset‘
* about this. Upto a few weeks ago.I had-’
{ hoped ‘'we might-get through this- axtua-v
. tion without any- serious damage to our:
-foreign -sources- and friends." That - we -
-~could say:to them:. ‘We haven't.exposed
: you and we-haven’t exposed individuals.?..
.. **Unfortunately, the erosion .in .the:»
’past few weeks of all the secret.reports
to Congress has frightened a lot of our=
friends around the world. I have to say by
our position has gone very badly inthe ;

requirements.” . oo e
- . Coiby recalled readmg a recent col- ™
umn in the-London Daily Telegraph :
which said, in effect: “What is America-
doing 10 itself? Come, we don’t mind you
playing around, but don t destroy the sin~:|
gle best hope in the world,” meaning a.-|
strong Amenca vnth efﬁcxent intelli-" 1
gence services.” i
Colby says he feels

SR u..-: ko

that« the Water- |
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i he thinks the American people have been' =

et

The Hearst Newspapers. - ==
] pap | steps to try to bring about the demise of-

.not assassinate anybody. To create the

: given a “totally false image” of what is

‘;,. generally recogmzed as the world S best

intelligence service.
“If you asked the average Amencan’f

# citizen in 1975 to associate the word CIA ,
: “4 with something;".you ~would~ probably .
| come up with assassination and the dart’

gun,” Colby saxd **But. we never assass&-~
L e PR3
. nated anyone and the dart gun. never was
used.
“If you read the Senate report rather

carefully you will note that we did take -

1

two individuals, neither of whom died as’;
a result.”” Colby was referring to Cuban -
dictator Fidel Castro and Congo leader "
Patrice Lumumba. .

““There were certain other activities
-that involved people getting killed in the
process of a coup or something like that |
but they were not assassinated by us.
You come down to the fact that we did ©

- impression that our busiress is plotting [~
- assassinations gwes a totally false im-
. age of the CIA."> R
The 56—year-oI 5t Paul bom CIA
ve!eran “whose 1ntelhgence work dates.|’

to 1944 when he parachuled behmd the :

. German lines in France to jdin a Tesist-
ance group, was appomted director- in
May 1973. :
‘Formerly head of the CiA’s clande
tme (covert) operations, otherwise
known as the ‘‘Department of Dirty
Tricks,”” Colby thinks the good things
~achieved by the agency’s covert work
have been ignored while attention has
-been focused on some illegal activities .
which he admits were wrong and should
not be allowed to happen in the future.

. However, he points out the wrongdo-
ing was mostly due t07an excess of zeal
encouraged by a long time presidential
and congressional policy towards the in- -
telligence servxce of “Do it and-don’t .
tell me., .

'“That was danoerous ” he said. “1

beheve one of the reasons we did oet into -

trouble 'was because we were not super- .
ynsed There .should. be active supervi-
sion by ‘responsible: people, but the:
-leakage of secrets and confidential infor:..
mation concerning mtelhgence acnvmes
must be plugged.” .
~«With regard to the covert operatxons
which represent in terms of cost only 5 -
per cent of the CIA’s functions, Colby::
.suggested people look at the record. -
"It is popular to pomt to the Bay ‘of B
Plgs and things like that,” he said. *‘The |
impression is created that these covert !
.operations were all. a gxsaster but the }
facts are different."’

e

assnstance : -

-economic threat, which was met by the
.Marshall Plan; the polmcal subversion
threat represented by the Soviet-oriented
“Communist parties, leftist trade unions,.
*Soviet-sponsored cultural and  youth
 movements. That third threal was met
by CIA operations, by its help to the
Democratic force> And that battle was
Jessentially won.™ 7
Q- Do you mean the CIA played a
. ‘major role in saving the Western- Euro-
pean countries from Communist subver-
snon"
— “Yes, and not only Western Eu-
rope In the early 1980s the general im-
pression was that the Cuban revolution
was going to sweep like wildfire through
Latin America. ‘Che’ Guevara, that
great romantic hero, was going to lead
“‘all Latin America and turn it around into
‘a totally hostile continent.
“How did we meet thar threat? With
a political program "through the
OAS (Organization of American States)
— with an eéconomic program through
‘the Alliance for Progrﬂss and wuh CIA

““As a result, Lalm Amenca is- not .

"* hostile to-the United States today. Gue--;

vara-and revolution did not sweep like 1
wildfire through Latin America. I am not ,

} saying that CIA did it alone, but it made ‘

a major contribution as part of a nation-

l al program on a strategic level.

“The Bay of Pigs was a mistake. It
d\dn t'work. It went wrong. But to char- |
‘acterize the. CIA’s operations in Latin i
- America as the Bay of Pigs is just plain
wrong. also: A lot of th.nas the CIA dnd
-were very successful.’

've1 don’t mean the ove'tnrow of Ch|~
ban President Allende. We'did not over-
hrow President Allende. What the- CIA
id in Chile was to’ try to support .the
emocratic forces. there as ye had done
nWestern Europe.” -z L~ < I
< “President, Allende ewacerbated <the-
' ntuatmn with his economic policies, with];
his pressures on the middie class and on ;
the country:to the extent that finally the !
military overthrew him. We had nothm°
to do with- that coup. - R 2
“*“*QOver the’years. there was’ only one
tnme when-we went out with the idea of
.trying ‘to: overthrow him. In 1970 there
was a penod of about a.month in which
we were’ looking around to see what' we
could do at"the specific direction of our-
"I President. All we were trying to do there
.was to help the democratic forces i h a
“view to free elections.” 7 o
. President?Allende . got hxmself'm 2
posmon where.the Chilean congress, the
“supreme court and the controller general
all issued_statements saying the presi-
dent waﬁ)peratmv outside the constitu-

S tion: Imagine what would happen m this

2, country under such circumstances.”

—

-

“For example, Western Europe in the

late 1940s_was faced 'with three grave-.

threats: the military- th
reat,” w
met hy the nctahhazn_; .-.tt ar ul'r(-:tl\ was.,
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;o @ — What role has the ClA played .

'm averting wars?
~+ A —*Sometimes you predxct the pos
sibility of an event that doesn’t happen.
:‘Were you- wrong?:Maybe. -But maybe:
“also you gererated action that prevented -
the event. In other words, you caused °
your government. to take diplomatic |
steps that averted the war. P
_:2**Another example is the SALT aoree-
ments, which curbed the- nuclear arms °
“race between the United States and the
Soviet Union. Those agreements would
not have been possible without the intel-:
hgence ‘information supplied by the CIA. -
. **Even in the more precise question of -
local wars, there have been several oc- *
-casions on. which we have informed our ; .
‘government that two countries. were |
. building up to a situation where they-
iwere hl\ely to have a fight pretty soon
* unless something was done. Our govern-'|
ment-has gone to both parties and per- |
“suaded them to avoid a conflict. That has
happened on at least two occasions:”

» .74 Q — Has the CIA helped to save the'
: lives of allied or friendly foreign leaders
i and political personalities? =iy vy
A —** know of one situation in whlch'
e.got a tip-on¥an ~assassination -plot |
s against ‘an” individual and: passedthe
Zword along. He still is alive, lhough he is

’=-._>A ot.very friendly towards.us.2.:5;

:
i

A,

" with a few excepnons we did it ‘within:
¥ Amencan standards of.decency. -

[

¢’

3

¥ secret:

Q — In what pan ‘ol ‘mre Wzma" -1l
A — "The Middle .East{ There Em
been other occasions when-we have m~_x
erted foreign governments about pos:Si-:-
ble assassination attempt$ ".on e}HES~
from the East. Certain Eastern midh1
oence services have assassination (mi{s
M'o kave- b&-en out in the Wes( lm’«I‘w
for peop!e

h et eeniniy

Q Were hves saved?

A — “Sometimes. Sometimes not., r\
Ukrainian exile leader was killed -in-.
‘Munich. It was pure murder. You don*tC-
win ihem all. We have a very careful-.
way of handling people like that.- When -
they come (o this country, we give them-:
another name, a new. identity’ and reset-_:
tle them. some place with a backuround-
that enables them to explain lheo-reucal~
_ly where they came from-so that they,>
d.aappear mtcr our’ socnely We support~
lhem

o Q — Have the actlvmes ‘of the ClA—
~ generally been within the scope of the-
. practices of the: world’s: leading esp|o~
nage services? - Jaoi:
—“I would say yes CIA has run an;
Amencan service., It has generally.re::
. flected Americam, standards and Amer :
- can ways. - 2
-**Twenty years avo : Amer\ca was:

- deeply concerned about the cold war: ‘We:
“did a lot of things to fight that war- and"

s e ln T

N e

R 02‘
*Take: the mail. interception, form-.
stance There is: aj}la\wwhxch says, you‘
~“cannol ‘open- firs -‘class mall,'\V'e-
“*shouldn’t have-opened. first class maih'
: - but transport’ yourself back:to the 49505+
x when this happened. At.a time when e,
had: Soviet ‘spies in this- country awhed~
tbey were steahn

~*There_was a threat around-the’ .

- vmr]d We began to open some mail to:
- and from the Soviet Union: Not all maik.

" Not internal American mail; but mail to
" the Soviet Union wich’ then was consid-

, ered a great danger to our country. . We

+ tion. It was illegal, byt'} certamly u

: shouldn’t have done it without authoriza-"
nderr

«

tand why people did it
“*The misdeeds in CIA s hlstory have :
think, been the result either of'a direct

-f order by the President or because there

¢

“ was a gray area as |

what was proper
»nd what was not.: E 3
=Some things we dnd were wron«J J‘ hey

y rwere done through an-excess of zeai and*

- because it was beheved they were in the -

‘ interests of or country.at the. time.: I
“ think the CIA is a .lot milder than.most -

Quch
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other ‘intelligence services. We reflect
Amenca and the eople here are good
Amencans- T R . L




